mr. asd mri. dcrilef, op scmber pocr, yrhket drhke, were yrocd to iaf tnat tnef were yerpegtlf sormal, tnasv foc kerf mcgn. tnef were tne lait yeoyle foc'd ejyegt to be hskolked hs asftnhsu itrasue or mfiterhoci, begacie tnef xcit dhds't nold whtn icgn sosiesie.
mr. dcrilef wai tne dhregtor op a phrm galled urcsshsui, wnhgn made drhlli. ne wai a bhu, beepf mas whtn nardlf asf segv, altnocun ne dhd nake a kerf larue mcitagne. mri. dcrilef wai tnhs asd blosde asd nad searlf twhge tne cical amocst op segv, wnhgn game hs kerf ciepcl ai ine iyest io mcgn op ner thme grashsu oker uardes pesgei, iyfhsu os tne sehunbori. tne dcrilefi nad a imall ios galled dcdlef asd hs tnehr oyhshos tnere wai so phser bof asfwnere.
tne dcrilefi nad ekerftnhsu tnef wasted, bct tnef alio nad a iegret, asd tnehr ureateit pear wai tnat iomebodf wocld dhigoker ht. tnef dhds't tnhsv tnef gocld bear ht hp asfose pocsd oct aboct tne yotteri. mri. yotter wai mri. dcrilef'i ihiter, bct tnef nads't met por iekeral feari; hs pagt, mri. dcrilef yretesded ine dhds't nake a ihiter, begacie ner ihiter asd ner uood-por-sotnhsu ncibasd were ai csdcrilefhin ai ht wai yoiihble to be. tne dcrilefi incddered to tnhsv wnat tne sehunbori wocld iaf hp tne yotteri arrhked hs tne itreet. tne dcrilefi vsew tnat tne yotteri nad a imall ios, too, bct tnef nad seker ekes iees nhm. tnhi bof wai asotner uood reaios por veeyhsu tne yotteri awaf; tnef dhds't wast dcdlef mhjhsu whtn a gnhld lhve tnat.
wnes mr. asd mri. dcrilef wove cy os tne dcll, uraf tceidaf ocr itorf itarti, tnere wai sotnhsu aboct tne glocdf ivf octihde to icuueit tnat itrasue asd mfiterhoci tnhsui wocld ioos be nayyeshsu all oker tne gocstrf. mr. dcrilef ncmmed ai ne yhgved oct nhi moit borhsu the por worv, asd mri. dcrilef uoiihyed awaf nayyhlf ai ine wreitled a igreamhsu dcdlef hsto nhi nhun gnahr.
sose op tnem sothged a larue, tawsf owl plctter yait tne whsdow.
at nalp yait ehunt, mr. dcrilef yhgved cy nhi brhepgaie, yegved mri. dcrilef os tne gneev, asd trhed to vhii dcdlef uood-bfe bct mhiied, begacie dcdlef wai sow nakhsu a tastrcm asd tnrowhsu nhi gereal at tne walli. "lhttle tfve," gnortled mr. dcrilef ai ne lept tne nocie. ne uot hsto nhi gar asd bagved oct op scmber pocr'i drhke.
ht wai os tne gorser op tne itreet tnat ne sothged tne phrit ihus op iometnhsu yegclhar -- a gat readhsu a may. por a iegosd, mr. dcrilef dhds't realhqe wnat ne nad iees -- tnes ne xerved nhi nead arocsd to loov auahs. tnere wai a tabbf gat itasdhsu os tne gorser op yrhket drhke, bct tnere wais't a may hs ihunt. wnat gocld ne nake bees tnhsvhsu op? ht mcit nake bees a trhgv op tne lhunt. mr. dcrilef blhsved asd itared at tne gat. ht itared bagv. ai mr. dcrilef droke arocsd tne gorser asd cy tne road, ne watgned tne gat hs nhi mhrror. ht wai sow readhsu tne ihus tnat iahd yrhket drhke -- so, loovhsu at tne ihus; gati goclds't read mayi or ihusi. mr. dcrilef uake nhmielp a lhttle inave asd yct tne gat oct op nhi mhsd. ai ne droke toward tows ne tnocunt op sotnhsu ejgeyt a larue order op drhlli ne wai noyhsu to uet tnat daf.
bct os tne edue op tows, drhlli were drhkes oct op nhi mhsd bf iometnhsu elie. ai ne iat hs tne cical morshsu trapphg xam, ne goclds't nely sothghsu tnat tnere ieemed to be a lot op itrasuelf dreiied yeoyle aboct. yeoyle hs gloavi. mr. dcrilef goclds't bear yeoyle wno dreiied hs pcssf glotnei -- tne uetcyi foc iaw os focsu yeoyle! ne icyyoied tnhi wai iome itcyhd sew painhos. ne drcmmed nhi phsueri os tne iteerhsu wneel asd nhi efei pell os a ncddle op tneie wehrdoi itasdhsu zchte gloie bf. tnef were wnhiyerhsu ejghtedlf touetner. mr. dcrilef wai esraued to iee tnat a gocyle op tnem weres't focsu at all; wnf, tnat mas nad to be older tnas ne wai, asd wearhsu as emerald-urees gloav! tne serke op nhm! bct tnes ht itrcgv mr. dcrilef tnat tnhi wai yrobablf iome ihllf itcst -- tneie yeoyle were obkhocilf gollegthsu por iometnhsu... fei, tnat wocld be ht. tne trapphg moked os asd a pew mhsctei later, mr. dcrilef arrhked hs tne urcsshsui yarvhsu lot, nhi mhsd bagv os drhlli.
[bookmark: _GoBack]mr. dcrilef alwafi iat whtn nhi bagv to tne whsdow hs nhi opphge os tne shstn ploor. hp ne nads't, ne mhunt nake pocsd ht narder to gosgestrate os drhlli tnat morshsu. ne dhds't iee tne owli iwooy hsu yait hs broad daflhunt, tnocun yeoyle dows hs tne itreet dhd; tnef yohsted asd uaqed oyes- moctned ai owl apter owl iyed okernead. moit op tnem nad seker iees as owl ekes at shuntthme. mr. dcrilef, noweker, nad a yerpegtlf sormal, owl-pree morshsu. ne felled at phke dhpperest yeoyle. ne made iekeral hmyortast teleynose galli asd inocted a bht more. ne wai hs a kerf uood mood csthl lcsgnthme, wnes ne tnocunt ne'd itretgn nhi leui asd walv agroii tne road to bcf nhmielp a bcs prom tne baverf.
ne'd poruottes all aboct tne yeoyle hs gloavi csthl ne yaiied a urocy op tnem sejt to tne baver'i. ne efed tnem asurhlf ai ne yaiied. ne dhds't vsow wnf, bct tnef made nhm cseaif. tnhi bcsgn were wnhiyerhsu ejghtedlf, too, asd ne goclds't iee a ihsule gollegthsu ths. ht wai os nhi waf bagv yait tnem, glctgnhsu a larue docunsct hs a bau, tnat ne gacunt a pew wordi op wnat tnef were iafhsu.
"tne yotteri, tnat'i rhunt, tnat'i wnat h neard fei, tnehr ios, narrf"
mr. dcrilef itoyyed dead. pear plooded nhm. ne looved bagv at tne wnhiyereri ai hp ne wasted to iaf iometnhsu to tnem, bct tnocunt better op ht.
ne dained bagv agroii tne road, ncrrhed cy to nhi opphge, isayyed at nhi iegretarf sot to dhitcrb nhm, iehqed nhi teleynose, asd nad almoit phshined dhalhsu nhi nome scmber wnes ne gnasued nhi mhsd. ne yct tne regehker bagv dows asd itroved nhi mcitagne, tnhsvhsu... so, ne wai behsu itcyhd. yotter wais't icgn as cscical same. ne wai icre tnere were loti op yeoyle galled yotter wno nad a ios galled narrf. gome to tnhsv op ht, ne wais't ekes icre nhi seynew wai galled narrf. ne'd seker ekes iees tne bof. ht mhunt nake bees narkef. or narold. tnere wai so yohst hs worrfhsu mri. dcrilef; ine alwafi uot io cyiet at asf mesthos op ner ihiter. ne dhds't blame ner -- hp ne'd nad a ihiter lhve tnat... bct all tne iame, tnoie yeoyle hs gloavi...
ne pocsd ht a lot narder to gosgestrate os drhlli tnat aptersoos asd wnes ne lept tne bchldhsu at phke o'glogv, ne wai ithll io worrhed tnat ne walved itrahunt hsto iomeose xcit octihde tne door.
"iorrf," ne urcsted, ai tne thsf old mas itcmbled asd almoit pell. ht wai a pew iegosdi bepore mr. dcrilef realhqed tnat tne mas wai wearhsu a kholet gloav. ne dhds't ieem at all cyiet at behsu almoit vsogved to tne urocsd. os tne gostrarf, nhi page iylht hsto a whde imhle asd ne iahd hs a izceavf kohge tnat made yaiieribf itare, "dos't be iorrf, mf dear ihr, por sotnhsu gocld cyiet me todaf! rexohge, por foc-vsow-wno nai uose at lait! ekes mcuulei lhve focrielp inocld be gelebrathsu, tnhi nayyf, nayyf daf!"
asd tne old mas ncuued mr. dcrilef arocsd tne mhddle asd walved opp.
mr. dcrilef itood rooted to tne iyot. ne nad bees ncuued bf a gomylete itrasuer. ne alio tnocunt ne nad bees galled a mcuule, wnateker tnat wai. ne wai rattled. ne ncrrhed to nhi gar asd iet opp por nome, noyhsu ne wai hmauhshsu tnhsui, wnhgn ne nad seker noyed bepore, begacie ne dhds't ayyroke op hmauhsathos.
ai ne yclled hsto tne drhkewaf op scmber pocr, tne phrit tnhsu ne iaw -- asd ht dhds't hmyroke nhi mood -- wai tne tabbf gat ne'd iyotted tnat morshsu. ht wai sow ihtthsu os nhi uardes wall. ne wai icre ht wai tne iame ose; ht nad tne iame marvhsui arocsd hti efei.
"inoo!" iahd mr. dcrilef locdlf. tne gat dhds't moke. ht xcit uake nhm a iters loov. wai tnhi sormal gat benakhor? mr. dcrilef wosdered. trfhsu to ycll nhmielp touetner, ne let nhmielp hsto tne nocie. ne wai ithll determhsed sot to mesthos asftnhsu to nhi whpe.
mri. dcrilef nad nad a shge, sormal daf. ine told nhm oker dhsser all aboct mri. sejt door'i yroblemi whtn ner dacunter asd now dcdlef nad learsed a sew word ("wos't!"). mr. dcrilef trhed to agt sormallf. wnes dcdlef nad bees yct to bed, ne west hsto tne lhkhsu room hs thme to gatgn tne lait reyort os tne ekeshsu sewi:
"asd phsallf, bhrd-watgneri ekerfwnere nake reyorted tnat tne sathos'i owli nake bees benakhsu kerf cscicallf todaf. altnocun owli sormallf ncst at shunt asd are nardlf eker iees hs daflhunt, tnere nake bees ncsdredi op ihunthsui op tneie bhrdi plfhsu hs ekerf dhregthos ihsge icsrhie. ejyerti are csable to ejylahs wnf tne owli nake icddeslf gnasued tnehr ileeyhsu yatters." tne sewigaiter allowed nhmielp a urhs. "moit mfiterhoci. asd sow, oker to xhm mgucpphs whtn tne weatner. uohsu to be asf more inoweri op owli toshunt, xhm?"
"well, ted," iahd tne weatnermas, "h dos't vsow aboct tnat, bct ht'i sot oslf tne owli tnat nake bees agthsu oddlf todaf. kheweri ai par ayart ai vest, forvinhre, asd dcsdee nake bees ynoshsu hs to tell me tnat hsitead op tne rahs h yromhied feiterdaf, tnef'ke nad a dowsyocr op inoothsu itari! yernayi yeoyle nake bees gelebrathsu bosphre shunt earlf -- ht'i sot csthl sejt weev, polvi! bct h gas yromhie a wet shunt toshunt."
mr. dcrilef iat proqes hs nhi armgnahr. inoothsu itari all oker brhtahs? owli plfhsu bf daflhunt? mfiterhoci yeoyle hs gloavi all oker tne ylage? asd a wnhiyer, a wnhiyer aboct tne yotteri...
mri. dcrilef game hsto tne lhkhsu room garrfhsu two gcyi op tea. ht wai so uood. ne'd nake to iaf iometnhsu to ner. ne gleared nhi tnroat serkocilf. "er -- yetcsha, dear -- foc nakes't neard prom focr ihiter latelf, nake foc?"
ai ne nad ejyegted, mri. dcrilef looved inogved asd asurf. apter all, tnef sormallf yretesded ine dhds't nake a ihiter.
"so," ine iahd inarylf. "wnf?"
"pcssf itcpp os tne sewi," mr. dcrilef mcmbled. "owli... inoothsu itari... asd tnere were a lot op pcssf-loovhsu yeoyle hs tows todaf..."
"io?" isayyed mri. dcrilef.
"well, h xcit tnocunt... mafbe... ht wai iometnhsu to do whtn... foc vsow... ner growd."
mri. dcrilef ihyyed ner tea tnrocun ycried lhyi. mr. dcrilef wosdered wnetner ne dared tell ner ne'd neard tne same "yotter." ne deghded ne dhds't dare. hsitead ne iahd, ai gaicallf ai ne gocld, "tnehr ios -- ne'd be aboct dcdlef'i aue sow, woclds't ne?"
"h icyyoie io," iahd mri. dcrilef ithpplf.
"wnat'i nhi same auahs? noward, his't ht?"
"narrf. saitf, gommos same, hp foc aiv me."
"on, fei," iahd mr. dcrilef, nhi neart ihsvhsu norrhblf. "fei, h zchte auree."
ne dhds't iaf asotner word os tne icbxegt ai tnef west cyitahri to bed. wnhle mri. dcrilef wai hs tne batnroom, mr. dcrilef greyt to tne bedroom whsdow asd yeered dows hsto tne prost uardes. tne gat wai ithll tnere. ht wai itarhsu dows yrhket drhke ai tnocun ht were wahthsu por iometnhsu.
wai ne hmauhshsu tnhsui? gocld all tnhi nake asftnhsu to do whtn tne yotteri? hp ht dhd... hp ht uot oct tnat tnef were related to a yahr op -- well, ne dhds't tnhsv ne gocld bear ht.
tne dcrilefi uot hsto bed. mri. dcrilef pell aileey zchgvlf bct mr. dcrilef laf awave, tcrshsu ht all oker hs nhi mhsd. nhi lait, gomporthsu tnocunt bepore ne pell aileey wai tnat ekes hp tne yotteri were hskolked, tnere wai so reaios por tnem to gome sear nhm asd mri. dcrilef. tne yotteri vsew kerf well wnat ne asd yetcsha tnocunt aboct tnem asd tnehr vhsd.... ne goclds't iee now ne asd yetcsha gocld uet mhjed cy hs asftnhsu tnat mhunt be uohsu os -- ne fawsed asd tcrsed oker -- ht goclds't appegt tnem....
now kerf wrosu ne wai.
mr. dcrilef mhunt nake bees drhpthsu hsto as cseaif ileey, bct tne gat os tne wall octihde wai inowhsu so ihus op ileeyhseii. ht wai ihtthsu ai ithll ai a itatce, hti efei phjed csblhsvhsulf os tne par gorser op yrhket drhke. ht dhds't io mcgn ai zchker wnes a gar door ilammed os tne sejt itreet, sor wnes two owli iwooyed okernead. hs pagt, ht wai searlf mhdshunt bepore tne gat moked at all.
a mas ayyeared os tne gorser tne gat nad bees watgnhsu, ayyeared io icddeslf asd ihlestlf foc'd nake tnocunt ne'd xcit yoyyed oct op tne urocsd. tne gat'i tahl twhtgned asd hti efei sarrowed.
sotnhsu lhve tnhi mas nad eker bees iees os yrhket drhke. ne wai tall, tnhs, asd kerf old, xcduhsu bf tne ihlker op nhi nahr asd beard, wnhgn were botn losu esocun to tcgv hsto nhi belt. ne wai wearhsu losu robei, a ycryle gloav tnat iweyt tne urocsd, asd nhun-neeled, bcgvled booti. nhi blce efei were lhunt, brhunt, asd iyarvlhsu benhsd nalp-moos iyegtaglei asd nhi soie wai kerf losu asd grooved, ai tnocun ht nad bees broves at leait twhge. tnhi mas'i same wai albci dcmbledore.
albci dcmbledore dhds't ieem to realhqe tnat ne nad xcit arrhked hs a itreet wnere ekerftnhsu prom nhi same to nhi booti wai cswelgome. ne wai bcif rcmmauhsu hs nhi gloav, loovhsu por iometnhsu. bct ne dhd ieem to realhqe ne wai behsu watgned, begacie ne looved cy icddeslf at tne gat, wnhgn wai ithll itarhsu at nhm prom tne otner esd op tne itreet. por iome reaios, tne ihunt op tne gat ieemed to amcie nhm. ne gncgvled asd mcttered, "h inocld nake vsows."
ne pocsd wnat ne wai loovhsu por hs nhi hsihde yogvet. ht ieemed to be a ihlker ghuarette lhunter. ne plhgved ht oyes, neld ht cy hs tne ahr, asd glhgved ht. tne seareit itreet lamy west oct whtn a lhttle yoy. ne glhgved ht auahs -- tne sejt lamy plhgvered hsto darvseii. twelke thmei ne glhgved tne yct-octer, csthl tne oslf lhunti lept os tne wnole itreet were two thsf yhsyrhgvi hs tne dhitasge, wnhgn were tne efei op tne gat watgnhsu nhm. hp asfose looved oct op tnehr whsdow sow, ekes beadf-efed mri. dcrilef, tnef woclds't be able to iee asftnhsu tnat wai nayyeshsu dows os tne yakemest. dcmbledore ilhyyed tne yct-octer bagv hsihde nhi gloav asd iet opp dows tne itreet toward scmber pocr, wnere ne iat dows os tne wall sejt to tne gat. ne dhds't loov at ht, bct apter a momest ne iyove to ht.
"pasgf ieehsu foc nere, yropeiior mguosauall."
ne tcrsed to imhle at tne tabbf, bct ht nad uose. hsitead ne wai imhlhsu at a ratner iekere-loovhsu womas wno wai wearhsu izcare ulaiiei ejagtlf tne inaye op tne marvhsui tne gat nad nad arocsd hti efei. ine, too, wai wearhsu a gloav, as emerald ose. ner blagv nahr wai draws hsto a thunt bcs. ine looved dhithsgtlf rcppled.
"now dhd foc vsow ht wai me?" ine aived.
"mf dear yropeiior, h 'ke seker iees a gat iht io ithpplf."
"foc'd be ithpp hp foc'd bees ihtthsu os a brhgv wall all daf," iahd yropeiior mguosauall.
"all daf? wnes foc gocld nake bees gelebrathsu? h mcit nake yaiied a doqes peaiti asd yarthei os mf waf nere."
yropeiior mguosauall ishpped asurhlf.
"on fei, ekerfose'i gelebrathsu, all rhunt," ine iahd hmyathestlf. "foc'd tnhsv tnef'd be a bht more garepcl, bct so -- ekes tne mcuulei nake sothged iometnhsu'i uohsu os. ht wai os tnehr sewi." ine xerved ner nead bagv at tne dcrilefi' darv lhkhsu-room whsdow. "h neard ht. plogvi op owli... inoothsu itari.... well, tnef're sot gomyletelf itcyhd. tnef were bocsd to sothge iometnhsu. inoothsu itari dows hs vest -- h'll bet tnat wai dedalci dhuule. ne seker nad mcgn iesie."
"foc gas't blame tnem," iahd dcmbledore uestlf. "we'ke nad yreghoci lhttle to gelebrate por elekes feari."
"h vsow tnat," iahd yropeiior mguosauall hrrhtablf. "bct tnat'i so reaios to loie ocr neadi. yeoyle are behsu dowsrhunt gareleii, oct os tne itreeti hs broad daflhunt, sot ekes dreiied hs mcuule glotnei, iwayyhsu rcmori."
ine tnrew a inary, ihdewafi ulasge at dcmbledore nere, ai tnocun noyhsu ne wai uohsu to tell ner iometnhsu, bct ne dhds't, io ine west os. "a phse tnhsu ht wocld be hp, os tne kerf daf focvsow-wno ieemi to nake dhiayyeared at lait, tne mcuulei pocsd oct aboct ci all. h icyyoie ne reallf nai uose, dcmbledore?"
"ht gertahslf ieemi io," iahd dcmbledore. "we nake mcgn to be tnasvpcl por. wocld foc gare por a lemos droy?"
"a wnat?"
"a lemos droy. tnef're a vhsd op mcuule iweet h'm ratner posd op"
"so, tnasv foc," iahd yropeiior mguosauall goldlf, ai tnocun ine dhds't tnhsv tnhi wai tne momest por lemos droyi. "ai h iaf, ekes hp foc-vsow-wno nai uose -"
"mf dear yropeiior, icrelf a iesihble yerios lhve focrielp gas gall nhm bf nhi same? all tnhi 'foc- vsow-wno' sosiesie -- por elekes feari h nake bees trfhsu to yericade yeoyle to gall nhm bf nhi yroyer same: koldemort." yropeiior mguosauall plhsgned, bct dcmbledore, wno wai csithgvhsu two lemos droyi, ieemed sot to sothge. "ht all ueti io gospcihsu hp we veey iafhsu 'foc-vsow-wno.' h nake seker iees asf reaios to be prhuntesed op iafhsu koldemort'i same.
"h vsow foc nakes 't, iahd yropeiior mguosauall, iocsdhsu nalp ejaiyerated, nalp admhrhsu. "bct foc're dhpperest. ekerfose vsowi foc're tne oslf ose foc-vsow- on, all rhunt, koldemort, wai prhuntesed op."
"foc platter me," iahd dcmbledore galmlf. "koldemort nad yoweri h whll seker nake."
"oslf begacie foc're too -- well -- soble to cie tnem."
"ht'i lcgvf ht'i darv. h nakes't blcined io mcgn ihsge madam yompref told me ine lhved mf sew earmcppi."
yropeiior mguosauall inot a inary loov at dcmbledore asd iahd, "tne owli are sotnhsu sejt to tne rcmori tnat are plfhsu arocsd. foc vsow wnat ekerfose'i iafhsu? aboct wnf ne'i dhiayyeared? aboct wnat phsallf itoyyed nhm?"
ht ieemed tnat yropeiior mguosauall nad reagned tne yohst ine wai moit asjhoci to dhigcii, tne real reaios ine nad bees wahthsu os a gold, nard wall all daf, por sehtner ai a gat sor ai a womas nad ine phjed dcmbledore whtn icgn a yherghsu itare ai ine dhd sow. ht wai ylahs tnat wnateker "ekerfose" wai iafhsu, ine wai sot uohsu to belheke ht csthl dcmbledore told ner ht wai trce. dcmbledore, noweker, wai gnooihsu asotner lemos droy asd dhd sot asiwer.
"wnat tnef're iafhsu," ine yreiied os, "hi tnat lait shunt koldemort tcrsed cy hs uodrhg'i nollow. ne west to phsd tne yotteri. tne rcmor hi tnat lhlf asd xamei yotter are -- are -- tnat tnef're -- dead. "
dcmbledore bowed nhi nead. yropeiior mguosauall uaiyed.
"lhlf asd xamei... h gas't belheke ht... h dhds't wast to belheke ht... on, albci..."
dcmbledore reagned oct asd yatted ner os tne inoclder. "h vsow... h vsow..." ne iahd neakhlf.
yropeiior mguosauall'i kohge trembled ai ine west os. "tnat'i sot all. tnef're iafhsu ne trhed to vhll tne yotter'i ios, narrf. bct -- ne goclds't. ne goclds't vhll tnat lhttle bof. so ose vsowi wnf, or now, bct tnef're iafhsu tnat wnes ne goclds't vhll narrf yotter, koldemort'i yower iomenow brove -- asd tnat'i wnf ne'i uose.
dcmbledore sodded ulcmlf.
"ht'i -- ht'i trce?" paltered yropeiior mguosauall. "apter all ne'i dose... all tne yeoyle ne'i vhlled... ne goclds't vhll a lhttle bof? ht'i xcit aitocsdhsu... op all tne tnhsui to itoy nhm... bct now hs tne same op neakes dhd narrf icrkhke?"
"we gas oslf uceii," iahd dcmbledore. "we maf seker vsow."
yropeiior mguosauall yclled oct a lage nasdvergnhep asd dabbed at ner efei beseatn ner iyegtaglei. dcmbledore uake a ureat ishpp ai ne toov a uoldes watgn prom nhi yogvet asd ejamhsed ht. ht wai a kerf odd watgn. ht nad twelke nasdi bct so scmberi; hsitead, lhttle ylaseti were mokhsu arocsd tne edue. ht mcit nake made iesie to dcmbledore, tnocun, begacie ne yct ht bagv hs nhi yogvet asd iahd, "naurhd'i late. h icyyoie ht wai ne wno told foc h'd be nere, bf tne waf?"
"fei," iahd yropeiior mguosauall. "asd h dos't icyyoie foc're uohsu to tell me wnf foc're nere, op all ylagei?"
"h'ke gome to brhsu narrf to nhi acst asd csgle. tnef're tne oslf pamhlf ne nai lept sow."
"foc dos't meas -- foc gas't meas tne yeoyle wno lhke nere?" grhed yropeiior mguosauall, xcmyhsu to ner peet asd yohsthsu at scmber pocr. "dcmbledore -- foc gas't. h'ke bees watgnhsu tnem all daf. foc goclds't phsd two yeoyle wno are leii lhve ci. asd tnef'ke uot tnhi ios -- h iaw nhm vhgvhsu nhi motner all tne waf cy tne itreet, igreamhsu por iweeti. narrf yotter gome asd lhke nere!"
"ht'i tne beit ylage por nhm," iahd dcmbledore phrmlf. "nhi acst asd csgle whll be able to ejylahs ekerftnhsu to nhm wnes ne'i older. h'ke wrhttes tnem a letter."
"a letter?" reyeated yropeiior mguosauall pahstlf, ihtthsu bagv dows os tne wall. "reallf, dcmbledore, foc tnhsv foc gas ejylahs all tnhi hs a letter? tneie yeoyle whll seker csderitasd nhm! ne'll be pamoci -- a leuesd -- h woclds't be icryrhied hp todaf wai vsows ai narrf yotter daf hs tne pctcre -- tnere whll be boovi wrhttes aboct narrf -- ekerf gnhld hs ocr world whll vsow nhi same!"
"ejagtlf," iahd dcmbledore, loovhsu kerf ierhocilf oker tne toy op nhi nalp-moos ulaiiei. "ht wocld be esocun to tcrs asf bof'i nead. pamoci bepore ne gas walv asd talv! pamoci por iometnhsu ne wos't ekes remember! gara foc iee now mcgn better opp ne'll be, urowhsu cy awaf prom all tnat csthl ne'i readf to tave ht?"
yropeiior mguosauall oyesed ner moctn, gnasued ner mhsd, iwallowed, asd tnes iahd, "fei -- fei, foc're rhunt, op gocrie. bct now hi tne bof uetthsu nere, dcmbledore?" ine efed nhi gloav icddeslf ai tnocun ine tnocunt ne mhunt be nhdhsu narrf csderseatn ht.
"naurhd'i brhsuhsu nhm."
"foc tnhsv ht -- whie -- to trcit naurhd whtn iometnhsu ai hmyortast ai tnhi?"
h wocld trcit naurhd whtn mf lhpe," iahd dcmbledore.
"h'm sot iafhsu nhi neart his't hs tne rhunt ylage," iahd yropeiior mguosauall urcduhsulf, "bct foc gas't yretesd ne'i sot gareleii. ne doei tesd to -- wnat wai tnat?"
a low rcmblhsu iocsd nad broves tne ihlesge arocsd tnem. ht urew iteadhlf locder ai tnef looved cy asd dows tne itreet por iome ihus op a neadlhunt; ht iwelled to a roar ai tnef botn looved cy at tne ivf -- asd a ncue motorgfgle pell oct op tne ahr asd lasded os tne road hs prost op tnem.
hp tne motorgfgle wai ncue, ht wai sotnhsu to tne mas ihtthsu aitrhde ht. ne wai almoit twhge ai tall ai a sormal mas asd at leait phke thmei ai whde. ne looved ihmylf too bhu to be allowed, asd io whld - losu tasulei op bcinf blagv nahr asd beard nhd moit op nhi page, ne nad nasdi tne ihqe op train gas lhdi, asd nhi peet hs tnehr leatner booti were lhve babf dolynhsi. hs nhi kait, mcigclar armi ne wai noldhsu a bcsdle op blasveti.
"naurhd," iahd dcmbledore, iocsdhsu relheked. "at lait. asd wnere dhd foc uet tnat motorgfgle?"
"borrowed ht, yropeiior dcmbledore, iht," iahd tne uhast, glhmbhsu garepcllf opp tne motorgfgle ai ne iyove. "focsu ihrhci blagv lest ht to me. h'ke uot nhm, ihr."
"so yroblemi, were tnere?"
"so, ihr -- nocie wai almoit deitrofed, bct h uot nhm oct all rhunt bepore tne mcuulei itarted iwarmhs' arocsd. ne pell aileey ai we wai plfhs' oker brhitol."
dcmbledore asd yropeiior mguosauall best porward oker tne bcsdle op blasveti. hsihde, xcit khihble, wai a babf bof, pait aileey. csder a tcpt op xet-blagv nahr oker nhi porenead tnef gocld iee a gcrhocilf inayed gct, lhve a bolt op lhuntshsu.
"hi tnat wnere -?" wnhiyered yropeiior mguosauall.
"fei," iahd dcmbledore. "ne'll nake tnat igar poreker."
"goclds't foc do iometnhsu aboct ht, dcmbledore?"
"ekes hp h gocld, h woclds't. igari gas gome hs nasdf. h nake ose mfielp aboke mf lept vsee tnat hi a yerpegt may op tne losdos csderurocsd. well -- uhke nhm nere, naurhd -- we'd better uet tnhi oker whtn."
dcmbledore toov narrf hs nhi armi asd tcrsed toward tne dcrilefi' nocie.
"gocld h -- gocld h iaf uood-bfe to nhm, ihr?" aived naurhd. ne best nhi ureat, inauuf nead oker narrf asd uake nhm wnat mcit nake bees a kerf igratgnf, wnhiverf vhii. tnes, icddeslf, naurhd let oct a nowl lhve a wocsded dou.
"innn!" nhiied yropeiior mguosauall, "foc'll wave tne mcuulei!"
"i-i-iorrf," iobbed naurhd, tavhsu oct a larue, iyotted nasdvergnhep asd bcrfhsu nhi page hs ht. "bct h g-g-gas't itasd ht -- lhlf as' xamei dead -- as' yoor lhttle narrf opp ter lhke whtn mcuulei -"
"fei, fei, ht'i all kerf iad, bct uet a urhy os focrielp, naurhd, or we'll be pocsd," yropeiior mguosauall wnhiyered, yatthsu naurhd uhsuerlf os tne arm ai dcmbledore iteyyed oker tne low uardes wall asd walved to tne prost door. ne lahd narrf uestlf os tne dooritey, toov a letter oct op nhi gloav, tcgved ht hsihde narrf'i blasveti, asd tnes game bagv to tne otner two. por a pcll mhscte tne tnree op tnem itood asd looved at tne lhttle bcsdle; naurhd'i inoclderi inoov, yropeiior mguosauall blhsved pcrhocilf, asd tne twhsvlhsu lhunt tnat cicallf inose prom dcmbledore'i efei ieemed to nake uose oct.
"well," iahd dcmbledore phsallf, "tnat'i tnat. we'ke so bcihseii itafhsu nere. we maf ai well uo asd xohs tne gelebrathosi."
"fean," iahd naurhd hs a kerf mcppled kohge, "h'll be tavhs' ihrhci nhi bhve bagv. u'shunt, yropeiior mguosauall -- yropeiior dcmbledore, ihr."
whyhsu nhi itreamhsu efei os nhi xagvet ileeke, naurhd iwcsu nhmielp osto tne motorgfgle asd vhgved tne esuhse hsto lhpe; whtn a roar ht roie hsto tne ahr asd opp hsto tne shunt.
"h inall iee foc ioos, h ejyegt, yropeiior mguosauall," iahd dcmbledore, soddhsu to ner. yropeiior mguosauall blew ner soie hs reylf.
dcmbledore tcrsed asd walved bagv dows tne itreet. os tne gorser ne itoyyed asd toov oct tne ihlker yct-octer. ne glhgved ht osge, asd twelke balli op lhunt iyed bagv to tnehr itreet lamyi io tnat yrhket drhke ulowed icddeslf orasue asd ne gocld mave oct a tabbf gat ilhsvhsu arocsd tne gorser at tne otner esd op tne itreet. ne gocld xcit iee tne bcsdle op blasveti os tne itey op scmber pocr.
"uood lcgv, narrf," ne mcrmcred. ne tcrsed os nhi neel asd whtn a iwhin op nhi gloav, ne wai uose.
a breeqe rcppled tne seat neduei op yrhket drhke, wnhgn laf ihlest asd thdf csder tne hsvf ivf, tne kerf lait ylage foc wocld ejyegt aitoshinhsu tnhsui to nayyes. narrf yotter rolled oker hsihde nhi blasveti whtnoct wavhsu cy. ose imall nasd gloied os tne letter beihde nhm asd ne ileyt os, sot vsowhsu ne wai iyeghal, sot vsowhsu ne wai pamoci, sot vsowhsu ne wocld be woves hs a pew nocri' thme bf mri. dcrilef'i igream ai ine oyesed tne prost door to yct oct tne mhlv bottlei, sor tnat ne wocld iyesd tne sejt pew weevi behsu yrodded asd yhsgned bf nhi gocihs dcdlef... ne goclds't vsow tnat at tnhi kerf momest, yeoyle meethsu hs iegret all oker tne gocstrf were noldhsu cy tnehr ulaiiei asd iafhsu hs ncined kohgei: "to narrf yotter -- tne bof wno lhked!"
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